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"I had previously written to Mr.Silsbee that the pros and cons on
the question of your translation from, the House to the Senate were so
nearly balanced that I thought you might safely pursue the "bent of yonr
own inclination. The public interests require you in the House, and you
are wanted in the Senate. So far as yoxir personal interests are to be ad-
vanced, I incline to think you had better remain where you are. If your
place could be supplied in the House, then I should say go to the Senate.
Oakley or Sergeant might enable the Administration to get along in the
popular branch, but the course of one and the election of the other are un-
certain. If neither of them come to our aid, we possibly may do without
them, should you be compelled to accept a place in the Senate. The Ad-
ministration loses much, directly as well as morally, for want of such abili-
ties as you would carry into that body; directly, by the array of talents
on one side (which it must be owned the opposition there exhibits) with-
out an adequate counterpoise on the other, which has the effect of dis-
heartening friendly Senators; morally, by the extraneous effect oa the
country of this unequal contest.

" What the President would be glad to see is, that Mr. Lincoln should
come in place of Mr. Mills, as the state of this latter gentleman's health
dees not admit of his longer serving; and if, as it is said to be probable,
Mr. Silsbee should resign, in consequence of his being elected Governor, or
from any other cause, that you, after the ensuing session, should take his
place. But if Governor Lincoln cannot be prevailed upon to accept a seat
in the Senate, then the President decidedly prefers your coming in at the
next session as Mr. Mills's successor.

" From McLane I have heard directly nothing. I have hoped that if
Delaware should send to the House of Representatives next fall a friend to
the Administration, and no very adverse events should occur elsewhere,
Mr. McLane might see that it was his interest to adhere to his principles,
and disentangle himself from his new associates; and I had thought that
the probability of his adopting a correct course might be influenced by
the consideration of his being the leader of one party, instead of being
eclipsed in the ranks of the other. But all this is speculation, and, should
you go into the Senate, he may still find that his future advancement lies
rather on the side of working with you than against yoii. Unless I am
much deceived, Delaware will send to the House of Representatives a
friend to the Administration.

" The recent changes in the British ministry are very great, and. they
must have been the result of a radical difference of opinion on some im-
portant subject. "We have no explanation of them from Mr. Gallatin, from,
whom I have received no letter subsequent to the resignations. The most
obvious cause is that of the Irish Catholics. On the last day of March,
Mr. Huskisson remained too unwell to resume the negotiation with Ml*.
Gallatin. He was trying to settle a preliminary point, respecting our
Northeastern boundary, with Mi*. Acldington, but was able to make very
little progress. I should think that the new ministerial arrangements